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This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.181, filed December 18, 2006, to withdraw the 
holding of abandonment in the above-identified application. 

On May 3, 2006, the Office mailed a nonfinal OflHce action, which set a three (3) month shortened 
statutory period for reply. In the apparent absence of a timely reply, the Office mailed a Notice of 
Abandonment on November 15, 2006. 

Petitioner asserted that he submitted a timely reply to the nonfinal Office action with a certificate 
of mailing dated November 3, 2006. With the present petition, petitioner submitted a copy of the 
previously mailed reply in the form of an amendment and a request for an extension of time for 
response within the third month, bearing certificates of mailing dated November 3, 2006. 

Upon a review of the record, the reply and the request for an extension of time for response 
within the third month were located in the application file. Additionally, the USPTO finance 
records indicate that the Office processed the payment for the three-month extension of time. 

Petitioner has established that he submitted a timely reply to the nonfinal Office action. 
Therefore, the petition is granted . The holding of abandonment is withdrawn and the application 
is restored to pending status.^ 



The grant of a petition under 37 CFR 1.137 is not a determination that any reply under 37 CFR 1.111 is 
complete. The OfiBce notes that after revival of the application, the patent examiner may, upon more detailed 
review, determine that the reply is lacking in some respect. 
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This matter is being referred to Technology Center AU 2612 for appropriate action in the normal course of 
business on the reply received on November 13, 2006 (certificate of mailing dated November 3, 2006). 

Telephone inquiries specific to this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272- 
3211. All other questions regarding the status of the application or the examination process 
should be directed to the Technology Center. 

Christina Tartera Donnell 
Senior Petitions Attorney 
OfiSce of Petition 



